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PLAN for this SESSION 

¸ Introduction 

¸ Warm-ups 

¸ Musical Concepts and Musical Development 

¸ Classroom Composing 

¸ Composing Activity for Junior Cycle students 

¸ Minimalism Skills Set (including Rhythm Task) 

¸ Composing Activity for Senior Cycle students 

¸ Learning Outcomes and Transferability 
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MUSICAL CONCEPTS 

We can compose music in a  

worthwhile and original way 

 

é when we use these musical 

concepts and our imagination. TIMBRE 

PITCH 
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4 (Swanwick & Tillman, 1986) 

MUSICAL DEVELOPMENT 

 15+         Value  

 10-15      Form  

  4-9         Expression  

  0-4         Materials 
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CLASSROOM COMPOSING 

¸ Composing and óclassroom composingô 

¸ Learning 

¸ Tools 

¸ Body percussion  

¸ Graphical scores 
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SCORE READING and WRITING 

(for ensemble) 

 UNLIMITED 

 

ñPlay a sound with the  

 certainty that you have  

 an infinite amount of  

 time and space.ò  

 
 (Stockhausen, 1968) 
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BODY PERCUSSION: VIDEO 

(Perpetuum Jazzile: Toto in Africa ï YouTube) 
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VOCAL SOUNDS: TRAIN (1) 

(óVoiceworksô - Peter Hunt) 
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VOCAL SOUNDS: TRAIN (2) 
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SOUND and STRUCTURE 

Stimuli for classroom composing include  

 

¸   Story 

¸   Mood 

¸   Form 

¸   Motif 

¸   Timbres 

¸   Still Images or Video 

¸   Sounds (e.g. scale, note row, chords) 

 

Ostinato 
Dissonance 
Sequence 
Retrograde 
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PENTATONIC SCALE: VIDEO 

(Bobby McFerrin ï www.WorldScienceFestival.com ï YouTube) 
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PENTATONIC FIGURE 

óblack notesô 
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PENTATONIC FIGURE with HARMONY 
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COMPOSING ACTIVITY at JUNIOR CYCLE 

 

 
 ̧ Rhythms 

 ̧ Timbres 

 ̧ Tempo 

 ̧ Dynamics 

 ̧ Texture 

 ̧ Structure 

 ̧ Pentatonic Scale 

 ̧ Graphic Score 

Train journey in China 

(The score is on the CD) 
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Invent notation for complex rhythms 

and unusual timbral effects. Use a 

KEY to explain the symbols. 

Listen to Little Train of 

the Caipira by Villa-Lobos  

FURTHER DEVELOPMENT 
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